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As the chief editor of JAMP, I have been
confronted with duplicate articles or those
with a high level of overlap in the last few years.
This is an unethical approach to publishing
manuscripts and is not in the same line with
Cope principles.

The term “Duplicate Publication” refers
to publishing an article with the same data or
substantial parts of a published manuscript more
than once without providing the appropriate
references. In most cases, duplicate publications
are done intentionally and consciously by the
authors; Since they are fully aware of the unethical
nature of submitting the article to two or more
journals, and know the copyright principles of
those journals. They even complete the copyright
form when submitting the manuscript to the
journals, and often refuse to cite it in their new
article due to the fear of discovering their other
article (1, 2). This editorial is written by the
editors of JAMP journal after discovering the
publication of an article accepted in this journal
in another journal. It is aimed to inform the
authors of the rules for duplicate publication and
avoid encountering similar cases in this journal.

As you know, it is pointed out in the instruction
to authors of JAMP that the manuscript submitted
by the authors should be exclusively sent to
one journal, and they are asked to fill out the
copyright form when submitting their article;
all the authors have to sign the mentioned form
and not to submit it to another journal until they
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hear from the editors of JAMP. Ideally, only one
article can be published from a set of data, and in
the case of the publication of another article, the
previous one should be cited (3). Then, the editors
account for determining the level of overlap and
deciding whether to accept or reject it based on
the contribution of the article to the literature. As
to the rejected articles by the journal, the authors
can immediately submit their manuscript to
another journal. Moreover, publishing the abstract
or short communication (under 400 words) from
aresearch project at scientific conferences (if the
complete data are not yet published and there
is no overlap) does not pose any limitation for
publishing the article by the authors. However, it
would be better to avoid publishing the abstract
or short report of the project in conferences until
the full article is published, and if the article is
published, refer to the previous abstract or short
report (4, 5).

When the journal editors find out the
manuscript is a duplicate one, it is discussed in
the editors’ meeting, and the article is rejected.
First, the authors are asked to explain about the
reason for duplicate publication; usually two
cases occur: 1) no response is received from the
author, and 2) some responses like “not reading
the instruction to authors and lack of awareness
from the regulations”, “access to a different group
of addressees,” and “little overlap between the
parts of the articles.”

In case the author does not provide us with
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any response, the journal corresponds with the
ethics committee of the university and reports
the ethical violation committed by the authors.
Thus, the author will go into the Black List of
JAMP. If the author provides us with a response,
depending on the conditions, he/she will be
provided with an opportunity for publication
of his/her future article, while considering the
ethical issues and journal instruction to authors.
Also, correspondence will be made with the
journal in which the duplicate article has been
published for information about the case, and if
both articles are published, the second one will
be retracted.

In addition to being troublesome for the
editorial board, reviewers, editors, etc., duplicate
publication of the articles will impose a high cost
on the journal, and if continued, it will impact
the reputation of the journal. Therefore, it seems
that the journals should take measures to enhance
the authors’ awareness about such cases while
considering the novelty of the data presented by
the authors.
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